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Jonathan Swensen, cello
Hailed as one of today’s most compelling young cellists, Jonathan was awarded First Prize at the 2024 Naumburg International Cello Competition in New York and is a recipient of a 2022 Avery Fisher Career Grant. Named Musical America’s “New Artist of the Month” and one of Gramophone’s “Ones to Watch,” he has also won the top prizes at the Windsor and Khachaturian International Cello Competitions.
He has appeared with orchestras including the Philharmonia Orchestra, Orchestre National Bordeaux Aquitaine, Danish National Symphony, Orquesta Ciudad de Granada, and Copenhagen Philharmonic, and debuts this season at Wigmore Hall, Carnegie Hall’s Weill Hall, and with the Puerto Rico Symphony. A passionate recitalist, Jonathan curates programs that explore the cello’s full expressive and technical range, pushing both instrument and performer to their limits.
Jonathan’s debut recording, Fantasia (Champs Hill Records), earned wide acclaim from Gramophone, BBC Music Magazine, and The Strad. In 2024, he joined the Bowers Program of the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and is a graduate of the Royal Danish Academy of Music and the New England Conservatory, he is also an alumnus of Young Concert Artists.  Jonathan is currently an artist-in-residence at the Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel in Belgium working with Gary Hoffman.
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